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Friday 9th February 2018 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

As we fast approach the end of another busy half term I wanted to write to share with you the different 

things we have implemented in school, since September, and the fantastic impact they are having on our 

children’s progress. 

 
RWInc.  
As you are aware, in October, we implemented RWInc as the new phonics scheme for the school.  Following 

2 days of staff training, a further day of in school support from our RWInc trainer and two extremely well 

attended RWInc parent workshops, the programme is now fully underway.  Mrs McHale is doing an excellent 

job in her role as RWinc leader within school and assesses and regroups children every 6-8 weeks.  Children 

requiring small group or 1:1 RWInc coaching to accelerate progress are immediately identified and allocated 

intervention on a daily basis. 

As Senior Leaders, Mrs Jackson and I have devoted much time to being in RWInc lessons to support and 

develop our RWinc practitioners and to ensure the programme is being strictly adhered to.  It is a privilege to 

spend time with the children in RWInc lessons and see how well they engage with the programme and the 

range of strategies it uses.    

We would like to thank you for your continued support in delivering the RWInc home- learning to support 

our teaching.  

I am pleased to be able to tell you that our Nursery staff have also attended specific RWinc training for 

nursery and that during the summer term, as children become ready for it, they will begin to follow the 

nursery RWinc programme.  

Phonics          

I am delighted to tell you that the most recent phonics data we have collected is excellent.  19 Year1 children  

are already working at the expected standard for the end of the year .  A further 29 children are well on track 

to meet the expected standard by the end of the year.  This means that we anticipate at least meeting our 

end of year targets, and probably exceeding them. 

Of the 22 Year 2 children having to retake the phonics screening check at the end of the year, 10 children are 

already working at the expected level and a further 9 are on track to meet the expected standard at that 

time. This is a fantastic achievement for these children, who had a low starting point.  

I can also confirm that our Reception children are doing very well with many of them are already working on 

ditties and some are moving on to green books after half term.  Children are working very hard and rising to 

the high expectations we have of them. 
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Core curriculum subjects (Maths, Reading, and Writing)  

 
 
We have worked closely with our teachers and teaching assistants to develop clear and consistent policies 

and procedures for the teaching of reading, writing and maths.   

Throughout the autumn term, new engaging texts have been used as stimuli for writing and reading lessons.  

Children in Year 1 have loved their work on the Supertato series of books, as have Year 2 children reading 

The Diary of a Killer Cat.   

Maths has seen the introduction of a progressive, whole school calculation policy.  You may have heard your 

child referring  to the stage they are currently  working on (in addition, subtraction, multiplication and 

division) which clearly demonstrates that they are learning clear and efficient strategies for their particular 

level, ensuring that they can then progress to more advanced strategies. 

We plan to schedule a parent workshop to support the introduction of our calculation policy in the summer 

term.   

 

We have seen excellent progress from the children in lessons, in the work in books as well as in our data 

collection.  The tables below show progress made by children in years 1 and 2 from the end of summer term 

2016 to the end of autumn term 2017.  The columns refer to the percentage of children working at the 

expected level and the percentage working beyond this (exceeding).  

 
Year 1 On entry data Summer 2017  Year 1 data Autumn 2017 

Year 1 (60) Expected Exceeding  ALL (60) Expected Exceeding 

Reading 85 27  Reading 97 35 

Writing 78 10  Writing 97 30 

Maths 87 22  Maths 94 30 

   

Year 2 On entry data Summer 2017  Year 2 data Autumn 2017 

ALL (59) Expected Exceeding  ALL (59) Expected Exceeding 

Reading 46 0  Reading 84 33 

Writing 23 0  Writing 92 41 

Maths 29 0  Maths 88 46 

       

Reception pupils are making good progress within the development bands of the Early Years curriculum with 
many children on track to reach the expected standard or above by the end of the year. 
 
Curriculum Enrichment opportunities 

 School trips for all classes.  Venues thus far include Selly Manor, Cannock Toy museum, West 
Midlands Safari Park, Enginuity. 

 Programme of After school clubs set up  

 Residential trip to Chase Water scheduled for Year 2 

 Internet Safety Day 

 Roald Dahl day 

 Diversity Celebration for Year 2 

 Off timetable Design & Technology and Art days 

 Secured lunch time PE provision from Soccer 2000  
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 Plans for development of the outdoor area and grounds of the school currently underway 
(supported by PFA funding) 

 
Improvements to the school site and educational resources 

 Asbestos removal in year 2 classrooms 

 New security doors to be fitted February half term for entrance area 

 Secured LA funding to have veranda between year 1 and year 2 classrooms replaced 

 Computing development plan in place.  Installation of 2 new Interactive screens for class 1YV and 
2ED has already taken place and 15 new lap tops to support the teaching of the computing 
curriculum and cross curricular learning have been purchased.  

 
 
Opportunities for parental engagement 

 RWinc workshops                                                      

 Church services 

 Termly parents’ evenings 

 Weekly celebration worship for Star of the week 

 Learning Together sessions held for Nursery and Reception 

 Stay and Play sessions held for Reception 

 Parent lunches 

 Parent readers 

 Nursery praise 

 Nativity plays for Reception, years 1& 2 
 
As you can see, we have been extremely busy since September but are delighted by the impact these actions 

have had on children’s learning and progress and their access to a broad and balanced curriculum, which will 

support them in becoming well- rounded children.  Our children are a credit to the school and we look 

forward to continuing our work as the year progresses.  

 
 
 
 
 
Nathalie Milhavy-Jones 
(Interim Head of School) 
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